Open Space and Green Space

Making the Case for
Preserving and Enhancing the Environmental
Quality of San Pedro Neighborhoods

¢ Because a livable community is
gawea about more than housing, schools,
| and cell phone reception
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Historical background:

The way things are now isn’t the way they’ve
always been, or the way they have to be.

The City is, in principle, moving
toward a greener model—but
progress is at times disjointed and p
inconsistent, and is sometimes e G i e
administered by personnel with :
insufficient resources for the policies
and programs they’re managing.




10,000 vyears of
sustainable
native land

management,
scheduling

resources for
seasonal
harvesting




Spanish and Mexican
land tenure: Rancho
San Pedro and
Rancho Palos Verdes:
Livestock, weeds, and
diseases




Yankee California: Whaling
____ and irade i liyestock hides
gl and tallow—resulting in
overgrazing, removal of
woodlands, and sharp
declines in native habitat
and wildlife.




The modern era: haphazard
growth, “reclaiming”
wetlands, paving
streambeds, dumping
pollutants, eradicating
wildlife, with little real ;
urban/regional planning unt|l
comparatively recently.




Today: SB 9 and other state and local
bills intensifty pressure for more
intensive development, in spite of
zoning and land use plans adoped by
local communities—such as the San
Pedro Specitic Plan—which will cause
further loss of open space and green

space, eroding o

ur quality of life.
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Developer Seeks Financial
Incentives for San Pedro
Hotel Project

Slated for a vacant lot next to the Warner Grand
Theatre.

SAN PEDRO

Development Planned in
Downtown San Pedro

Directly across the street from the 550
Harborfront complex

SanPedro Housing
Project Gets Design Tweaks

Apartments with retail near the LA Waterfront. | 9

'Mixed-Use Development on
the L.A: Waterfront

Another development with housing over retail in
ro.

San Peds 16

nit
Apartment Complex Planned
in'San Pedro

‘The four-story edifice would rise at 14th Street
and Pacific Avenue.

S Street View (South)

erings
Eight-Story, 99-Unit
Development in San Pedro

Itwould replace a parkinglot at 444 W. 5th Street. | g

NEIGHBORHOODS v

REGIONS v SAN PEDRO

el
the Rancho San Pedro
Housing Complex

‘The public housing complex is slated to add new
affordable and market-rate units

duteno 4 ]

The Curtain Lifts at San
Pedro's 550 Harborfront
Apartments

375 apartments with ground-floor retail

sanpEDRO

© $33-Million Promiénade and

Town Square Breaks Ground
in San Pedro

New open space on the LA Waterfront

SAN PEDROQ

24 Small Lot Houses Near
the Finish Line in San Pedro

Sales prices start at just under $800,000.

salpeaRo
New Look for Mixed-Use
Project in San Pedro

Construction is expected to begin next year

56 Apartments Planned for
Empty Lot in San Pedro

A large affordable housing development is
planned just west

ADVERTISE

o
swrane?

Gty Planning Commission
Approves 102 Apartments in
$San Pedro

‘The four-story development would replace a
collection of small commercial buildings

By o il Jo Y - .~ -
City and County Could Seek
Developer for San Pedro
Properties

They're located at the corner of 7th and Beacon
Streets.

SAN PEDRO

Modular Housing
Development Planned in San
Pedro

More apartments proposed for the LA
‘Waterfront.

New Owner Wants to Convert’
San Pedro's Topaz Building
Into Housing

Harbor Associates acquired the 12-story office
building in October for $44M

First Glimpse of 101-Unit
Apartment Complex in San
Pedro

The four-story building would replace a mostly
wvacant lot. 4

SANPEDRO 0 |
Residential-Retail Complex
Planned on the L.A.
Waterfront

The project would rise from a 30,000-square-foot
site at 111 N. Harbor Boulevard. n

jo)

Current development
orojects: Where do
the children play?
Where is the open
space for recreation
and exercise? Where is
the green space for a
healthier environment?



Costs of Open Space/Green Space

Acquisition: from zero to millions per acre

Improvements: depending on intended
uses—playgrounds, dog parks, athletic
fields/exercise facilities, natural areas,
community gardens, etc.

Maintenance, security, and other
operating costs.



Benefits of Natural Open Space

WHITE POINT NATURE EDUCATION CENTER & PRESERVE

£ Tainead _m_ Nature Center
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Economic benefits: enhanced
property values—especially for
assive-use green space




Just having a view of nature
iIncreases productivity, working
memory, and concentration.



Aesthetic and spiritual
benefits of natural spaces



http://moiret.deviantart.com/art/Garden-of-Eden-68439718
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Listening to birdsong and observing animals in nature
promotes wellbeing, reduces stress, improves mood,
and reduces attention fatigue.




Increased exposure to plants and animals is
correlated with reduced rates of heart disease,
diabetes, and a range of other pathologies.




Psychological
Benefits

Improved mood and cognitive
function, reduced levels of
stress hormones—resulting in
improved performance at work
or play.




Improved learning

Better concentration,
memory, engagement with
others, and performance on

assighments. Reduced
dependence on drugs to
control mood and behavior.
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Environmental benefits: Open spaces
N provide sites for vegetation—which
’ | provides habitat for wildlife. Many

plants and animals have been here for
tens of thousands of years, since long
before humans arrived. California has
more biodiversity than any other state
or province in North America.




California is recognized as one of the most
biologically diverse regions on Earth. There
are several threatened and endangered
species right here in San Pedro! Even small
plantings of native plants can be beneficial.
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Nearly half of
biochemical |

our pharmaceutics derive from

nnovations first created in other

living organisms; extinguishing speci
eliminates these potentially life-saving

€5

reSources.




We extract a surprising array of useful
materials from plants and animals!




Weeping fig

{\Vegetation can filter
'and improve air and
} water quality,
mitigate the “heat

island” effect o

urbanization, anc
reduce the intensity
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As most people agree, wildlife has as
much right to a home as we do.
And, conserving biological diversity
is good for us!



Conditions Today: Disappearing open
space, declining green space and
wildlife.




Open space and green space are key quality of
ife indices for our neighborhoods. They're
under assault from measures like SB 9.

—




Organizations like the Trust for Public Land—
TPL--can help communities preserve and
restore open space and parkland.

THE

TRUST

frPUBLIC
Sl | AND

CONSERVING LAND FOR PEOPLE




TPL ranks LA 715t among the largest
100 cities in the U.S. for park access.
Over a third of Angelinos have no parks
within a ten-minute walk.
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Parkland

in Los Angeles

IS heavily
concentrated in
wealthier, whiter
neighborhoods
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+ Define and prioritize goals;

+ |dentify existing NC and City rules,
standards, and policies;

+ Provide oversight to ensure that City
personnel are appropriately

educated and trained to effectively

implement standards;

+ ldentify key partners;

+ |dentify funding sources.







