
 

 

                                                                                                                     
 
 

 
Coastal, Central and Northwest San Pedro  

Neighborhood Councils  
Joint Environment & Sustainability Committee Meeting Agenda  

December 8, 2020 6:00PM to 7:30PM  
Zoom Electronic Meeting Online or by Telephone 

To join the meeting: By telephone, dial 669-900-6833, then enter ID 975 6089 0214 and 	
press #; OR by computer, use Zoom from the URL: https://zoom.us/j/97560890214 

In	conformity	with	the	Governor’s	Executive	Order	N-29-20	(March	17,	2020)	and	due	to	concerns	over	COVID,	the	
Neighborhood	Council	meeting	will	be	conducted	entirely	telephonically.	 

Every	person	wishing	to	address	the	Neighborhood	Council	must	dial	669-900-6833	and	enter	97560890214 then	
press	#	to	join	the	meeting,	or	use	URL	https://zoom.us/j/97560890214 to	use	the	Zoom	application.	Instructions	on	
how	to	sign	up	for	public	comment	will	be	given	to	listeners	at	the	start	of	the	meeting.	 

PUBLIC	INPUT	AT	NEIGHBORHOOD	COUNCIL	MEETINGS	—	The	public	is	requested	to	dial	*",	when	prompted	by	
the	presiding	officer,	to	address	the	assembly	on	any	agenda	item	before	action	is	take	on	an	item.	Comments	from	the	
public	on	agenda	items	will	be	heard	only	when	the	respective	item	is	being	considered.	Comments	from	the	public	on	
other	matters	not	appearing	on	the	agenda	that	are	within	the	assembly’s	jurisdiction	will	be	heard	during	the	General	
Public	Comment	period.	Please	note	that	under	the	Brown	Act,	the	assembly	is	prevented	from	acting	on	a	matter	that	
you	bring	to	its	attention	during	the	General	Public	Comment	period;	however,	the	issue	raised	by	a	member	of	the	
public	may	become	the	subject	of	a	future	meeting.	Public	comment	may	be	limited	to	a	fixed	time	per	speaker	or	a	
limited	number	of	speakers	by	the	presiding	officer	of	the	assembly.	Those	wishing	to	make	comment,	but	not	wanting	
to	speak	publicly,	may	submit	written	communications	to	the	Board.	 

Participation is open to all Stakeholders of San Pedro Neighborhood Councils. Note: 
Any item on this agenda could result in a motion. 

1. Call to Order 6:00 PM.  
2. Public Comment on non-agenda items. 
3. Update regarding Harbor Area Alliance Neighborhood Councils and Rancho LPG 
4. City Divestment from Fossil Fuels Investments Council File 19-1577 

(https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=19-1577) 
5. City Divestment from Fossil Fuels Investments Council File 20-0492 

(https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-
0492) 

6. Vehicle Idling Community Impact Statement 
7. Phillips 66 Concerns 
8. Potential Future items:  

a. Climate Change 
b. Plastics 
c. Port Community Advisory Concept Proposal 

9. Adjournment.



 

 

For more information, please call 310-918-8650; write to CSPNC, 1840 S. Gaffey Street #34, San 
Pedro, CA 90731; or visit the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council website at www.cspnc.org.  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 403 (Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 159. 
Effective January 1, 1995.) — Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks 
up any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting 
referred to in Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.  

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES — If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this 
meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles 
Municipal Code §§48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For 
assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org  

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS — In compliance with government code section 54957.5, non-exempt 
writings that are distributed to all or a majority of the Board members in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at 1840 S Gaffey St, San Pedro, CA 90731, at our website: http://www.cspnc.org, or at a 
scheduled meeting. In addition if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the Agenda, 
please contact the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council at 310-918-8650.  

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS — Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for 
public review as follows: 1840 S Gaffey St, San Pedro, CA 90731 and http://www.cspnc.org You can 
also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notifcation System at: http:// 
www.lacity.org/government/Subscriptions/NeighborhoodCouncils/index.htm  

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS — For information on the Coastal San Pedro 
Neighborhood Council’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any 
other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the CSPNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 
available at our Board meetings and our website http://www.cspnc.org  

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT — As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities. Sign language interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services please make your request at least 3 
business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the CSPNC secretary at 310-918-8650.  

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION — Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo 
Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 ho  



BUDGET & FINANCE

MOTION

Because climate change is one of the greatest existential threats facing communities throughout the world, 
it is imperative that cities like Los Angeles thoroughly pursue strategies to reverse devastating climate 
trends. While the Los Angeles City Council has taken steps to locally increase renewable energy and 
decrease LA’s carbon footprint, the City’s pension funds are deeply invested in certain fossil fuel energy 
companies that do not reflect this priority.

In Los Angeles ’fire season' has become a year- round event forcing evacuations of hundreds of thousands 
of people throughout the region, burning communities down to their foundations, and leaving municipal 
governments with billions of dollars in damages.

According to NASA, the five wannest years on record have taken place since 2010. With much of the 
excess heat being absorbed by the oceans, global oceans have warmed by half a degree and the sea level 
rose eight inches in the last 100 years. Fires are burning longer and moving faster than ever before, coastal 
cities are faced with unprecedented storms and flooding, and hurricanes continue to devastate major 
populations centers like Houston, through the Gulf of Mexico, and up the eastern seaboard.

A simple but crucial, way to combat the effects of climate change is to ensure that the City of Los Angeles 
doesn't invest employee pension funds in companies that are perpetuating and expanding the effects of 
climate change. LACERS has invested more than $100 million in oil companies, many of which have 
shown no interest in moving towards renewable energy. It is time for the leadership of Los Angeles to 
divest from oil companies that are actively contributing to the global problem of climate change and 
subjecting Los Angeles to unnecessary risk.

Los Angeles has historically upheld strong principles protective of the environment and the health and 
welfare of its residents. Consistent with the City's commitment to combating climate change, the City has 
a responsibility to divest LACERS pension holdings from fossil fuel companies that are unwilling to turn 
away from the production of oil.

Importantly, climate change is not only a global environmental threat but it presents a significant financial 
risk to shareholders of companies that perpetuate it. From financial losses because of extreme weather to 
asset re-pricing as the global economy moves towards a low-carbon economy, investments in fossil fuel 
companies pose a climate-transition risk that may endanger the financial vitality of LACERS investments.

Some major cities such as San Francisco have already initiated a coordinated effort to divest their pension 
funds from fossil fuel companies. On October 10, 2018 the board of the $25.5 billion San Francisco 
Employees Retirement System (SFERS) voted to divest its shares in seven fossil fuel companies because 
they posed the highest climate transition risk according the SFERS’ Climate Transition Risk Framework 
that is based on 1) Fossil Fuel Reserves, 2) Operational Emissions, 3) Climate Policy Approach, and 4) 
Financial Health.



I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the Board of the Los Angeles City Employees' 
Retirement System (LACERS), with the assistance of the City Administrative Office, reports in 30 days 
with the following:

Recommendations on the feasibility for the LACERS Board to adopt a similar Climate Transition 
Risk Framework to SFERS’ to identify investments in fossil fuel companies that pose an 
environmental and financial risk;
Options to create a climate-change watch list that will report the riskiest investments in fossil fuel 
companies and develop a strategy to engage with the respective companies to reduce their oil and 
gas reserves and increase their efforts to move towards renewables and address climate change;
A plan to divest from uncooperative fossil fuel companies and appropriately reinvest capital;
A watch list to identify other LACERS investments such as in tobacco and firearm companies that 
contradict the City Council’s official positions and goal to provide a healthy and secure future for 
Angelenos. ^ ^ )
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Motion
BUDGET & FINANCE

Climate change is one of the greatest existential threats facing communities throughout the world and it is critical 
for cities like Los Angeles to thoroughly pursue multiple strategies - including working with its suppliers - to 
reverse devastating climate trends.

Over the last century, the oceans have warmed by one degree Fahrenheit, land ice sheets have begun melting, 
increasing sea level by an eighth of an inch per year, and both flooding and hurricanes are becoming more 
frequent and severe. Fisheries are threatened by rising levels of carbon dioxide acidifying the ocean and 
dissolving the shells of small animals crucial to the food chain.

According to NASA, the last six years are the warmest on record. In California, ’fire season' now extends year- 
round, with fires forcing evacuations of hundreds of thousands of people throughout the region, burning 
communities down to their foundations, and leaving municipal governments with billions of dollars in damages. 
And Australia’s recent wildfires show how much worse fire season could become.

While the City of Los Angeles is taking steps to decrease its carbon footprint, it also has many opportunities to 
use its leverage as a large customer to encourage suppliers to reduce their own climate impact. One such 
opportunity is its insurance purchasing.

According to the CAO’s 2018 RFP for property and liability insurance, Los Angeles spends approximately $2 
million per year on these policies, largely from companies which were identified by the California Insurance 
Commissioner’s Climate Risk Carbon Initiative database as having billions of dollars of investments in coal and 
other fossil fuels.

It is time for Los Angeles to lead by example, and stop giving business to insurers that contribute to the global 
problem of climate change by investing and underwriting in fossil fuel operations that pose the greatest harm to 
our climate, such as coal mining and tar sand drilling.

Two major cities have already moved to avoid purchasing insurance from companies that fail to acknowledge 
the risk to the climate in insuring and investing in fossil fuel companies that continue to focus on coal mining 
and tar sand drilling instead of moving toward renewables. On August 3, 2018 the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors voted to urge the city to end ties to insurers involved in coal and tar sand projects, following a similar 
resolution by the city of Paris, France on May 2, 2018.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer, Risk Management, with the 
cooperation of Department Chief Sustainability Officers, to report in 30 days with:

1. An inventory of insurance policies held by the city, and;
2. A scoring system to rate insurers based on the extent to which they invest in and underwrite 

companies engaged in fossil fuel operations that pose the greatest harm to the environment, 
specifically coal mining and tar sand drilling, and;

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council request the City Administrative Officer and the Airport, Water and Power, 
and Harbor departments to report in 90 days with options for how to take the above rating into account when 
choosing companies from which to purchase or renew insurance.

Presented by /
BOB BLUMENFIELD 
Councilmember 3rd District
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